
“Investing in Connecting with Jesus”
John 15:1-8

Being truly connected with Jesus is the only way to be connected to God (Jn. 15:1-2)
Jesus used the metaphor of a vine, which was representative of Israel in the Old Testament, to illustrate 

the truth that He was the true or genuine Vine of God. With the Father as the Vinedresser, the implication was 
clear: Being connected to Jesus was the only way for people to be connected to God and God’s work in their 
lives. What Israel failed to do in increasingly producing the fruit of God in their lives, Jesus can now do in the 
lives of those who remain connected to Him through faith. Jesus is the only key to a redemptive connection to 
the Father, and the connection to Jesus in your life must be a vital, life giving connection to be truly abiding in 
Him. Are you truly connected with Jesus in your life?
1. Imagine being a first century Jew, who had grown up understanding that Israel was the vine of God. With 

that in mind, how do you think people might have reacted to the words of Jesus in these verses?
2. Discuss the real implications for the Jewish people — for all people — if they believed what Jesus claimed 

in these verses. What about today?
3. What do you think it means to have a vital, life giving connection to Jesus?

Being truly connected with Jesus is the only way to produce the fruit of God in your life (Jn. 15:2)
Jesus made it clear that not everyone that was connected to Him was truly connected to Him. The 

evidence of a true, faith connection to Jesus was the fruit that God produced in a true believer’s life. God’s 
work in the lives of those who are abiding in Jesus by faith is the work of pruning their lives for the purpose of 
producing more fruit in their lives. This pruning work is the picture of God’s work in cleaning our lives so that 
more of the life of Jesus in us can live through us. God’s work in the lives of those who are not truly connected 
to Jesus is the work of divine judgment, separating them from the vine. The focus of Jn. 15:2, however, is on 
the positive side of truly being connected to Jesus, which includes the undeniable, continual growth of God’s 
fruit in the believer’s life. Can you see the ways that God is at work in your life right now? Are you truly 
connected with Jesus in your life?
1. John 15:2 has been interpreted in different ways. One is that the branches that are cut-off point to people 

who lose their salvation. What’s wrong with this interpretation, and why?
2. Another interpretation is that the branches that are cut-off point to believers who simply lose rewards. 

What’s wrong with this interpretation, and why?
3. A final interpretation is that the branches that are cut-off point to people who claim that they are believers 

but in reality are not true believers. Is this interpretation most consist with Scripture, and why?
4. John 15:2 also points to the fruit that is always produced in a true believer’s life. What is this fruit?

Being truly connected with Jesus comes through accepting the words of Jesus (Jn. 15:3)
Jesus emphasized the importance of accepting His Word in faith when it came to a person being truly 

connected to Him in their life. Because the disciples had accepted the words that Jesus had spoken to them, 
Jesus told them that they were clean. How does this claim of Jesus fit together with Jn. 15:2? If they were 
already clean, why would God need to continue pruning them? In the language of the New Testament, there is 
a wordplay on “prune” and “clean” that connects Jn. 15:2 and 15:3. Through faith in Jesus, believers are 
eternally clean (1 Cor. 6:11), but throughout life on this earth, believers are also in a process of being cleaned, 
becoming who they eternally are in Jesus (Col. 3:5-13). God’s Word has the power to not only lead you to an 



initial connection with Jesus but also to grow you in your connection with and life in Jesus. Truly accepting the 
words of Jesus is essential to God producing the fruit of the Spirit in your life. Have you truly accepted His 
Word in your life? Are you truly connected with Jesus in your life?
1. Who does the cleaning and pruning work in the lives of people who are truly connected to Jesus? Why is 

this reality important to remember? How does this reality affect the way that you understand salvation and 
spiritual growth?

2. How do the words of Jesus in verse 3 help you understand your true and eternal identity in Jesus?
3. How do the words of Jesus in Jn. 15:2-3 help you understand the work of God in your life everyday?
4. Spend some time in your group praying for those who aren’t connected to Jesus, praying that God’s Word 

would lead them to a saving connection to Jesus in their lives. Pray for your group as well, that God’s Word 
would have its continual work in producing the conscience and character of Christ in us.

Being truly connected with Jesus produces the evidence of a true connection with Jesus (Jn. 15:4-8)
Jesus continued to emphasize the difference between a true connection with Him and a false 

connection with Him. Jesus also provided key evidence that reveals the heart of someone who is truly 
connected to Him, which includes

• Having the power of God in your life (Jn. 15:4-7),
• Bringing glory to God through your life (Jn. 15:8), and
• Affirming your connection to Jesus by your life (Jn. 15:8).

The stakes are high when it comes to the reality of not being truly connected to Jesus. The rewards are 
much higher when it comes to the reality of being truly connected to Jesus. The reality is that God’s given us 
key evidence to examine when it comes to being truly connected with Jesus, so the question is, are you truly 
connected with Jesus in your life?
1. Jesus’ words are strong in this passage. He says that we can do nothing apart from Him. What does that 

mean?
2. Jesus also says that if we are connected to Him and His words are in us, that the power of God is available 

to us through prayer. What are some dangers in misinterpreting these words of Jesus? What are some 
dangers in downplaying these words of Jesus? How does this power apply to you?

3. Jesus says that the fruit God produces in the lives of believers brings glory to God! Take some time to 
encourage one another. What are some fruit that you see in the lives of others in your group. Allow 
everyone to share, and then take time to praise God and give Him glory for what He’s doing in your lives.

4. Jesus said that fruit is the evidence of a true connection to Him: It confirms that we are His disciples. Have 
a time of quiet response in your group. Is there anyone who isn’t sure if they are truly connected to Jesus? 
Make sure today! Talk with your group leader or pastor, and make sure that you’ve truly connected to 
Jesus in your life.


